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Abstract. In this article, social capital is one of the most important factors in ensuring
national unity. Social capital is a concept that expresses the nature of relations between members
of society, their mutual cooperation and trust, and the degree of inclination to common social
norms and values. At the same time, it is stated that this phenomenon with a complex composition
is formed under the influence of a number of natural, historical, socio-economic, political, and
spiritual factors and is measured using specific criteria.
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Today, socio-economic, political, spiritual and cultural processes aimed at establishing
New Uzbekistan are gaining momentum. In order for these processes to end with significant
results, there must be a certain political program, of course. Such a program will be implemented
on November 6, 2021 by Sh. It is well known that Mirziyoyev was announced at the inauguration
ceremony. But there is another aspect of the matter. The implementation of any program of serious
importance also requires the strengthening of national unity. Because if there is no unanimity,
solidarity, and cooperation among the representatives of the nation, even the noblest goals will
remain a dream. In this regard, the analysis of factors for strengthening national unity is of
particular importance.

National unity means unanimity of representatives of the nation. This unanimity is formed
on the basis of harmony of needs and interests, mutual trust and cooperation. National unity has
always been an important factor in ensuring social stability and development of society. Therefore,
the problems related to the determination of national unity have been widely studied by experts.
For example, at the beginning of the last century, the French sociologist E. Durkheim carefully
studied various aspects of this problem and put forward the theory of national solidarity [1]

However, by the last quarter of the 20th century, the issues of preserving national unity
took on a new meaning. Because, on the one hand, the factors that undermine the integrity of social
systems in the society of individuals have increased more and more. On the other hand,
international socio-economic, political and cultural processes have become extremely
complicated. In the situation that has arisen, the task of maintaining unity among the
representatives of the nation is becoming more and more difficult. Therefore, this task is becoming
one of the priority directions of the policy implemented by the states. It is for this reason that the
head of state said: "Our focus will be on the further development of mutual friendship and
solidarity in our society, ensuring equal rights for all citizens, regardless of nationality, religion
and belief" [2].

The factors that serve to ensure and strengthen national unity are characterized by their
diversity. Various economic, social, political, legal, spiritual and cultural factors are mentioned in
this regard. All these comments are appropriate and reasonable, of course. But there is also a
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powerful factor of social capital in ensuring national cohesion. Because it is social capital that
serves to strengthen the socio-economic, political and spiritual foundations of national unity.

The concept of "social capital™ was first used in the article of the English scientist
L.J.Hanifan. The author used it to determine the level of solidarity in society and the standard of
people's participation in social life. After that, this concept was not in scientific circulation for
many years. The concept of "social capital” began to reappear in scientific sources only by the 60s
of the last century. In particular, the American scientist J. Jacobs used this concept to express the
importance of social relations [3]

Since the 80s of the last century, the concept of "social capital™ has become one of the most
discussed concepts of Western sociology. Its content and composition are systematically by
P.Burde. It has been thoroughly revealed The scientist understands social capital as a set of social
relations that can bring a certain benefit [4]. Later, his comments were published by sociologist
D.Coleman and political scientist developed by R.Petnam[5]. They note that there is a set of social
norms and moral values that are followed by all members of society. According to scientists, these
norms and values allow establishing social cooperation on a community scale. For example,
R.Petnam connects the concept of "social capital” with the characteristic features of social life
(interaction, norms, trust), which he claims allows the subjects of economic activity in society to
act effectively towards a common goal. The scientist claims that social capital plays a decisive role
in ensuring economic well-being in society and in achieving the development of the socio-political
sphere [6]

Even today, various theoretical conclusions regarding the content and structure of social
capital are put forward. The important point is that despite the large number of such conclusions,
it is extremely difficult to bring the opinions to a common denominator. Because one group of
researchers interprets social capital as an important attribute of the whole society. In this case,
social capital is analyzed as a concept that shows the proportionality of a person's behavior to
norms generally recognized in society. The second group of researchers defines social capital as a
concept that represents resources and social relations in a certain social group [7]

The third group of researchers imagines social capital as a set of characteristics unique to
an individual. According to them, these characteristics are formed by the individual's membership
in a certain social group. Therefore, the definitions given to the concept of "social capital™ are also
different due to the diversity of the researchers' theoretical and methodological position, and the
many points of view. Moreover, in recent years, the analysis of the concept of "social capital” in
the economic context has become a trend. However, the peculiarity of the issue is that social capital
is a characteristic of society, an attribute related not only to its economic, but also to its political,
social, spiritual and cultural life, so it is appropriate to research it in a socio-philosophical context
[8]

In conclusion, social capital is one of the most important factors in ensuring national
cohesion. Social capital is a concept that expresses the nature of relations between members of
society, their mutual cooperation and trust, and the degree of inclination to common social norms
and values. This complex phenomenon is formed under the influence of a number of natural,
historical, socio-economic, political, and spiritual factors and is measured using specific criteria.
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