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Abstract. In the article, the socio-demographic description of the makhallas of Turkestan 

in the end of the 19th century - the first half of the 20th century, in particular, some features of the 

social structure of the population in the makhallas, lifestyle, location features, social, ethnic and 

religious affiliation of the population are set out. It also highlights the fact that the local 

government system formed in the country, the government's active intervention in the country's 

management and economy affected the country's socio-economic life, especially that this aspect 

was reflected in the resettlement policy of the Russian Empire.  
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At the end of the 19th century - the first half of the 20th century, the lifestyle of the residents 

of the makhallas of the Turkestan region changed radically compared to previous times. Because 

the conquest of Central Asia by the Russian Empire led to a fundamental change in social relations 

and its character in the country. Later, the activities of self-government bodies of citizens - 

makhalla became more active and expanded. [1-Pp. 666-669]. 

In particular, the formation of industrialized production instead of historically formed land 

ownership relations, the formation of a colonial management system, the active intervention of the 

government in the country's economy, undoubtedly affected the social and economic life of the 

country, especially the lifestyle of families in Uzbek makhallas. Social, socio-historical aspects of 

the problem partly cited in works by the following research scientists, in particular Sukhareva O.A 

[2], Ishquvatov B, Tolipov F.A [3], X.B. Kadirova [4-Pp. 203-208], Ya.B. Kadyrova [5-Pp. 197-

202], N. Shonazarova, [6-Pp. 89-93], Kadyrova Kh.B [7-Pp. 16-20]. 

If we pay attention to the data of that period about the socio-demographic aspects of the 

country, we can have some information about the lifestyle, number and ratio of the inhabitants of 

cities and villages. For example, according to historical data, 50-150, sometimes 200-250 families 

lived in large city makhallas at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. 

In this regard, according to O.A. Sukhareva, the number of families in the makhallas of Bukhara 

at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century was as follows. 112 families 

lived in Chor Baqqoli makhalla; in Darvozai Samarkand makhalla - 112 families; 110 families - 

in Olim Khoja makhalla; 110 families - in Boyrabaffon makhalla; 120 families - in Mir Tokhuri 

Devon makhalla; 104 families - in Jafar Khoja makhalla; 100 families - in Imam Qazi Khan 

makhalla; 101 families - in Korxona makhalla; 100 families - in Chubboz makhalla; 120 families 

- in Arabon makhalla; 100-150 families - in Eshan Pir makhalla; More than 100 families - in 

Abdullah Khoja makhalla; 105 families - in Khanaqo makhalla; 100 families - in Chakar makhalla 

[2].  
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      Due to the development of handicrafts in the cities, residents are settled in the city 

makhallas depending on their profession. That is, in every big city, makhallas are named according 

to the type of products produced by entrepreneurs, that is, according to the profession of the 

population. There were 61 different trades in Samarkand in the 16th century. Cloth weavers 

(bofandagon), scarf weavers (chahor-gulbafon), turban makers (futabaran), dyers (sabbaghan), 

coppersmiths (ahangaron), potters (kulolgaron), knife makers (kordagaron), paper makers etc. In 

the cities of Bukhara, Tashkent, Termiz, Khojand, Nurota, Kokand such makhallas as of Tagachi, 

Degrezlar, Sozangaron, Kosagaron, Sovungaran, Boyrabofon, Postindozan, Murdashoyan, 

Pistashikanon, Ghassollar existed. 

It is known from history that in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, when the rule of the 

Russian Empire was fully established in the country, the policy of Russification was carried out in 

the region. As a result, European residents began to settle, especially in urban makhallas. On the 

initiative of the administration of Tsarist Russia, in 1875, 8 Russian settlements were established 

in Avliyoota district at the expense of those who were relocated from Russia. That is, in accordance 

with the "Regulations on the Administration of the Turkestan Territory" adopted in 1886, the 

relocation and settlement of Russian families in urban neighborhoods accelerated. Thus, by 1910, 

124 settlements with 20 to 50 families were created in the Syrdarya, Fergana, and Samarkand 

regions. About 70,000 immigrants lived in these makhallas. Immigrants began to occupy the 

barren and fertile lands belonging to the local population, and there were also conflicts and disputes 

between them on the issue of land and water. 

This is especially characteristic of the fact that the number of resettled families has 

gradually increased. In particular, by the end of the 19th century, the share of Russians in the total 

population of the country was 1.9%, then the number of people coming to the country for 

permanent residence from Central Russia began to increase. Therefore, urban quarters and villages 

where Europeans live were established in the cities of Turkestan. In particular, from 1875 to 1890, 

1300 families were moved to Turkestan, and 19 Russian settlements were created. In 1891-1892, 

when the famine in Russia intensified, the number of these settlements reached 25 in Turkestan. 

By 1906, 266,000 Russians were registered in the country, which was 4.5% of the total population 

[8]. The central government tried by all means to allocate the fertile lands belonging to local 

families to Russian families, and increased land taxes and forced local families to sell their land. 

Such lands are primarily given to discharged soldiers and Russian families immigrating 

from Russia. The lands seized from such settled regions amounted to 47,600 tanobs in the Syrdarya 

region, 75,000 tanobs in the Fergana region, 3,000 thousand tanobs in the Samarkand region, and 

7,000 tanobs in the Kaspiyorti region. [9]. The conquest of Central Asia by Czarist Russia led to a 

radical change in the country's socio-economic relations and its character. In particular, along with 

the historically formed land ownership relations, there is no doubt that the active intervention of 

the colonial management system in the country's economy was formed. This did not affect the 

sources, types and forms of income and profit. There is no doubt that this was an additional burden 

on local families. 

If we pay attention to the historical data, the migration of European families from the 

Central part of Russia, Povolje, and Ural regions was increased mainly due to the Stolypin agrarian 

reform in 1906-1910 and the famine and drought of 1891-1892, 1912, 1914. However, there were 

separate Russian settlements in the country and districts in the cities, which were mainly located 

in urban makhallas. In 1907, 24,346 people belonging to the Eastern Slavic nationality lived in 
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      Fergana region alone, while their number was 14,722 in cities. By 1917, there were 28 Russian 

villages in Tashkent Uezd. A large part of the population was settled in the villages of 

Semirechinsk and Syrdarya regions. By 1913, their number was approximately 161,861 in the 

Syrdarya region [10, 27-P]. 

If we pay attention to the ethnic composition of the population at that time, the influence 

of Uzbeks, Tajiks, Kazakhs, Turkmens, Uighurs and Russians was particularly high among the 

inhabitants of the country's cities and villages. After the national independence of Uzbekistan, the 

social lifestyle of the peoples of Central Asia, especially the Uzbeks, Karakalpaks, Kazakhs, 

Kyrgyz, and Turkmens [11-Pp. 113-116] also increased the need to understand the processes of 

national identity and their interest in this phenomenon. Also, the restoration of cultural heritage 

was defined as one of the important tasks at the level of state policy. Public policy cannot be made 

without taking into account the history of traditional culture [12-B. 6480-6487]. 

Uzbeks made up the majority of the population. Representatives of other nationalities also 

lived in makhallas in big cities. In particular, according to the population census data of Tsarist 

Russia in the city of Tashkent alone, Uzbeks made up 82.5 percent of the city's residents, Russians 

- 11.4 percent, Tajiks, Tatars, Kazakhs, Central Asian Jews, Armenians and others made up 6.1 

percent. At the end of the 19th century, 116 Russian settlements were built in the country, and 

70,745 people lived in them. By the beginning of the 20th century, the number of Russians in 

Turkestan reached 197,420 people. The vast majority of Russian-speaking people who immigrated 

to Turkestan stayed in the country. In addition to Russian, Ukrainian, Belarusian, Polish, and 

Cossack families, Arabs, Jews, and Gypsies also lived here. Consequently, representatives of other 

ethnic groups lived side by side with Uzbeks in large cities, and even mixed. In particular, in the 

makhallas of Tashkent, Bukhara, Samarkand, Kokand, Khojand, Karmana, Termiz, Nurota, where 

Uzbeks lived densely, ethnic groups such as Tajik, Turkmen, Arab, Jewish, Uyghur, Gypsies, 

ethnic and ethnographic groups were relatively densely distributed.  

In this regard, according to V. Ishquvatov and F. Tolipov, residents were located in urban 

neighborhoods according to their social structure and class. For example, among the descendants 

of Shaibani Khan, Ashtarkhani - in the makhallas of the city of Bukhara such as Iskandar Khan, 

Baqi Muhammad Khan, Amir Yormuhammad Khan, Abdul Fayz Khan, Muhammadiyar Ataliq, 

Qambar Ataliq, Mekhtar Akbar, Mekhtar Arif, Mekhtar Shokhbek and others. Some makhallas are 

also named after the rich nobles, wealthy people, and soldiers in the city. For example, Askar Bey, 

Bohodir Bey, Musurman Qushbegi, Kochkor Qushbegi, Nadir Qurchi, Qazi Mir Hashim, Qazi 

Faizi, Qazi Nuriddin, Qazi Zahid and other toponyms are among them.  

Makhallas, especially in Mavorounnahr, were more developed in the late Middle Ages. 

Among the neighborhoods, there are also names of places named after famous monuments and 

graves. In particular, the names of makhallas such as Kafol Shoshiy, Sheikh Hovandi Tokhur, 

Zangi ata in Tashkent, Imam Muhammad Ghazoli in Fergana, Makhdumi Azam in Samarkand, 

Bakhovuddin Naqshband in Bukhara, Abdukholiq Gijduvani are among them. In the past, 

makhallas were also named after certain clans, tribes, ethnic groups, peoples. For example, while 

describing the makhallas of the XV-XIX centuries, there were makhallas called Chigatoy, 

Dormon, Uighur Mahalla, Qatagon, Karakhan, Saidota, Kangli, Khojaabad, Kaltatoy, Tajik, 

Kashgar, Qutchi, Eshonguzar, Khojakent, Turkmanovul in cities like Tashkent, Bukhara, 

Samarkand, Termiz. In the cities of Bukhara and Nurota, in the middle ages, along with makhallas 

named after Uzbek clans, names titled after Tajik clans formed the majority. 
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      After the national independence of Uzbekistan, the need to understand the social lifestyle 

of the people of Central Asia, especially the Uzbek, Karakalpak, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Turkmen [13-

Pp. 676-688] in makhallas [14-Pp. 1373-1377] and the processes of national identity and interest 

in this phenomenon was increased. Also, the sociological study of the special place of makhallas 

in the restoration of cultural heritage was determined as one of the important tasks at the level of 

state policy [15-Pp. 112-114]. After all, state policy cannot be implemented without taking into 

account the history of traditional culture.[16-Pp. 59-60].  

In general, in the past, the socio-demographic description of makhallas had a special place. 

According to the socio-demographic description of the makhallas, it can be seen that the lifestyle 

of the population reflects the social, ethnic and religious affiliation of the population, and the way 

of life. It is worth noting that the colonial management system formed in the country during the 

studied period, the government's active intervention in the country's management and economy, 

undoubtedly affected the socio-economic life of the country, especially the lifestyle of families in 

Uzbek makhallas.  
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