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Abstract. The article examines the effectiveness of the formation of legal skills among
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Introduction

Graduates of any university to have not only professional knowledge and skills, but also to
know legal norms and be able to apply them in practice that modern life requires. For example, it
is possible to make an apartment purchase and sale transactions without consulting a lawyer,
protect your rights, exchange or reject of purchased low-quality goods by having legal skills and
knowing the rules of law. Graduates also need legal knowledge in their professional activities for
concluding an employment contract, for processing professional documents and so on.

The process of legal competency formation among students of technical specialties and
areas of training proceeds is less intensively than in a law school. Students of non-legal faculties
can get legal knowledge only during studying the academic discipline “Law” [13]. A qualitatively
new approach to teaching students of modern universities is required. The problem is that classical
lectures belong to passive forms of conducting classes. It is difficult to transmit information to
students due to every student has his own peculiarities in new information processing [2]. As a
whole, the effectiveness of the educational process depends on the method for transferring new
knowledge.

Through a course of lectures of the academic discipline “Law”, as an example, a study was
conducted to determine the effectiveness of the formation of legal skills among students of the
Irkutsk branch of the Moscow State Technical University of Civil Aviation (hereinafter the Irkutsk
branch of the Moscow State Technical University of Civil Aviation) of technical training areas
through the comparative use of traditional lectures and innovative forms of active contextual
learning in the educational process.

Research tools and Methods

By conducting the lectures in both groups, there were set the same educational and
cognitive objectives: to teach students to master legal terms and apply them in real-life situations
and in professional activities; to orient themselves in the current system of labor legislation, to be
able to analyze and apply it in practice.

The position of the teacher presenting the lecture material, his reflexive activity is an
equally important condition in this experiment. In modern conditions of modernization of domestic
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education, the lecturer's reflection is of particular importance. Without a reflexive view of himself,
his activity and its effectiveness, a teacher cannot develop personally, identify and comprehend
the reasons for his successes and failures, and therefore successfully teach [4]. Therefore, the tasks
of the teacher included not only an interesting presentation of lectures, the disclosure of the topic
considering the modern vision of the problem, but also self-analysis and self-assessment from the
viewpoint of the students' results. Also, the task of the teacher was to include such information in
the lecture, which is difficult to find independently.

By conducting lectures in group A, the following principles of traditional teaching were
used:

The principle of developing and educating training aimed at the comprehensive
development of the student's personality used by the lecturer, considering the students’ level of
training. The teacher gave life examples that develop causal relationships between the theoretical
material presented and real life, which ultimately contributed to the education of students, the
development and formation of their analytical skills.

The principle of conscious activity of students was implemented through cognitive
examples from real life, creative tasks aimed at developing students' mental activity, the ability to
make decisions independently and defend their perspective. All that contributed to the most
conscious understanding of the educational material.

The principle of systematicity and consistency was realized in a logically constructed
system of material; the use of structural and logical plans, diagrams and tables; the fragmentation
of educational material into components, units; the use of generalizations for the systematization
of knowledge.

The principle of visibility used by the teacher in the study of the norms of the Labor Code
of the Russian Federation, implemented through training on specific legal tasks. Here, visual court
documents and technical training tools were used.

The principle of scientific approach was embodied using scientific terms, best practices in
teaching; the formation of a dialectical approach to the discipline studied by students;
encouragement of students' research work.

The principle of accessibility was implemented through the preparation of lecture material
and its presentation by the teacher, considering the intellectual and age characteristics of students,
as well as the gradual increase of more complex educational material. Examples and tasks were
given using the analogy method.

The principle of the strength of the teaching material was applied in practical consolidation
of the lecture material by solving legal situational problems and included the use of logical
relationships in teaching; as well as in the application of testing students' knowledge.

The principle of the theory and practice relationship provided by the evidence of scientific
knowledge through examples of the application of law practice.

The principle of completion of the learning process was implemented through the
application of theoretical legal knowledge in solving real legal problems and the control of
students' knowledge.

Some principles of contextual learning developed by A.A. Verbitsky were used by
conducting lectures in group B, let’s consider them:

The principle of ensuring the student's personal inclusion in educational activities [17]. On
the one hand, under the conditions of this experiment, the personal inclusion of students, their
interest in learning, depended on individual and physiological characteristics and was caused by
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the individual motivation of each student to get a prestigious and highly paid profession. On the
other hand, involvement in the educational process undoubtedly depended on the creative abilities
of the teacher, the fascination of the presentation of educational material, as well as the emotional
state of participants in the educational process, the personal location of each, feelings of self-
relation to the study material and solidarity with others, the logical relationship of the lesson and
the synergetic impulse built by the lecturer [8].

The principle of modeling the comprehensive content, forms and conditions of professional
activity in educational activities [17]. The content of professional activity was imitated in the
process of applying elements of game technologies by presenting conclusions and justifying the
legal assessment for controversial situations that are in real life.

The principle of problematic content and the process of its assimilation by students in
educational activities [17]. The implementation of this principle occurred through the selection of
educational material for compliance with the declared topic “Fundamentals of Labor Law” with
the current level of development and application of legislation, the systematization of lecture
material and the structural integrity of its content, considering the individual characteristics of
students.

The principle of the leading role of joint activity [17]. The joint activity of the teacher and
the students were built through the presentation of information by the lecturer, and then the
students found the information they needed to solve situational problems in the norms of the Labor
Code of the Russian Federation. In our experiment, the teacher acted as a mentor, participating
together with students in solving legal problems. The assimilation of educational material occurs
best when the student discovers the necessary information by his own means in an environment
similar to a professional one [11].

The principle of unity of training and education of a professional [17]. Educational activity
involves combining the educational process and learning into one whole. Within the framework
of the considered classes of discipline “Law”, the pedagogical influence of the lecturer contributed
to the upbringing and development of the personality of students because a function of any branch
of law is the educational content. By solving and discussing examples of legal problems, students
gained knowledge that will further form their legal behavior and awareness.

The principle of continuity of traditional and new pedagogical technologies [17]. In this
study, traditional lectures were the basis for innovative contextual learning, but more flexible and
dynamic, with the use of game forms and considering the individuality of students [10]. Special
attention was paid to the formation of students' motivation to acquire new information.

By introducing the lecture material, the main idea was the teacher’s desire to form a legal
basis of knowledge among students for the subsequent deeper assimilation of the educational
material. Therefore, in both groups, lectures were organized in a form that students could
understand. Simultaneously, the legal information was clearly systematized and methodically
worked out. New definitions and terms were explained and supported by real-life examples, clearly
presented to students in presentations, diagrams and tables [1]. The judgments expressed by the
teacher were reasoned, had logical conclusions.

During the experiment, an emotional contact was established between the teacher and the
students of both study groups through dialogues, direct questions to the audience and thinking
aloud together to allow students to take an active position in the learning process and adapt to
learning [7].
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At the end of the lessons in both groups, the teacher conducted an anonymous survey of
students to receive feedback on the assimilation of educational material, whether they liked the
lesson and what they liked and what they didn't. Such interaction of the teacher and students allows
responding promptly to emerging problems in the learning process and contributes to improving
the efficiency of the educational process [3].

Investigation

The study involved students of two groups of the 3rd year of full-time education in the
areas of training 25.03.01 “The technical maintenance of aircraft and engines” (group A) and
25.05.03 “The technical maintenance of aviation equipment and flight navigation systems” (group
B). The age contingent of students in both groups is 19-20 years old. The lectures in group A were
held using traditional lectures. The students of group B were taught using the theory of contextual
learning. The duration of the experiment included 6 lecture hours on the topic “Fundamentals of
labor law” of discipline “Law”. The content of the lectures includes the concept of an employment
contract, its essence and difference from a civil contract (2 hours); the procedure of concluding
and termination an employment contract (4 hours).

In group B, elements of a problem lecture were included in the first 2-hour lesson. The
students had to determine independently how an employment contract differs from a civil contract,
substantiate their assumptions with examples. During the lesson, an imitation-training model of
contextual learning was used. The students discussed the lecture material outside the framework
of symbolic information, recalled the material of lectures already passed on the topic
“Fundamentals of Civil Law”, correlated the information with examples of real life and future
professional activity.

The next 4-hour lecture was conducted with pre-planned mistakes and provocations of the
lecturer. The students were invited to act as experts, giving a legal assessment of the teacher’s
situations as an example. They had to step up their attention, think independently, look for ways
to solve legal problems, determine their attitude to work, to legal norms, realize their own level of
knowledge on this topic and attitude to future professional activity.

Summing up the results of the training session occurred in the form of a discussion of the
answers to the students' remaining questions; the teacher drew the students' attention to the
ambiguity and multidimensional nature of the proposed legal situations, showed the possibility of
a “turn of events” in another direction. Such lectures are a socio-educational model of contextual
learning.

In group A, lectures on the above-mentioned topics were conducted by presenting lecture
material with colorful examples and vivid presentations by the teacher.

Results

A necessary and important condition for the effectiveness of training is the control over the
assimilation of the study material by students [9]. The control of students’ knowledge in both
groups was performed in the form of an oral survey, control work and testing. The results of the
control and measuring materials were summarized within the designated study groups and the
average value of the study group was output. In this study, the characteristics of the levels of
assimilation of educational material contain the following requirements:

the reproductive level is the perception of new information, comprehension and
memorization;

the basic level is the application of legal norms and other related knowledge according to
a given pattern, the solution of such tasks;
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the advanced level is an independent analysis of legal acts, searching for the required
information from the array of current legislation and its application in practice;

the creative level is an independent application of the current legislation in practice in
atypical situations, possession of elements of creative (research) activity, drafting of statements of
claim, various types of contracts and other legal documentation.

The qualitative assessment of students' assimilation of educational material combines the
effectiveness or awareness, consistency and strength of acquired knowledge [17]. Thus, a student
should be able to navigate the current legislation, retain knowledge in memory and apply it in
practice. The control of students' knowledge showed the following results of students' mastering
of educational information by levels of assimilation of educational material, presented in Table 1.

Table 1.
The results of students' mastering of educational information by levels of educational
material assimilation

Indicators of students' mastering of
Ne | Levels educational information by groups
Group A Group B
1. | Reproductive 87% 93%
2. | Basic 80% 81%
3. | Advanced 56% 68%
4. | Creative 40% 51%

According to the results, it can be seen that the indicators of mastering lecture information
on the topic “Fundamentals of labor law” at all levels of educational material assimilation by
students in both groups are high. Note that the indicators of group B where lecture forms of
contextual learning were used are higher than the indicators of educational material assimilation
of group A. At the reproductive and basic levels, where students must memorize and reproduce
information, the gap in exponential values is small, from 1 to 6%. When testing knowledge of
advanced and creative levels of information assimilation, the difference in exponential values
exceeding 11-12%. It is not significant, but it still affects the quality of training of graduates -
future specialists.

The results of the assimilation of information on the topic “Fundamentals of labor law” in
general by study groups are presented in Fig. 1.

Fig. 1.
The results of the assimilation of information in study groups
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The analysis of feedback and control of students' knowledge showed that in the study
group, where students took an active part in educational activities, namely, expressed their




SCIENCE AND INNOVATION
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL VOLUME 2 ISSUE 2 FEBRUARY 2023
UIF-2022: 8.2 | ISSN: 2181-3337 | SCIENTISTS.UZ

opinions, systematized and analyzed information, looked for ways to solve legal situations (group
B), the percentage of assimilation of lecture material was higher and amounted to 73%.

In group A, where lecture material in the traditional form, supported by examples and
conclusions of the teacher was presented, the assimilation of information on the topic was 66%.

Thus, these results confirm the effectiveness of problem-oriented learning, compared with
the traditional acquisition of fundamental scientific knowledge. A contextual approach to teaching
can give students with the knowledge necessary for their subsequent education and development
in general [6].

However, the difference in the results of the experiment is not statistically significant. The
analysis of the feedback results of the students showed that the students preferred contextual
learning because of the possibility of the practical application of the rules of law, because of which
their interest and increased motivation for learning were observed.

Conclusion

Based on the obtained data, it can be concluded that the contextual study of the topic and
discussion of real-life examples contributed to the rapid assimilation of legal information by
students, the formation of a certain lexical stock of legal terms, a mechanism for protecting their
rights and implementing legal norms.

Through the research conducted within the framework of this work, the positive features
of the use of lecture forms in contextual learning are revealed, which consist of the following:

— using methods of nonstandard knowledge control, for example, reproduction of
practical (production) situations, business games [12];

— forcing the student to make decisions independently or in a group or to analyze the
existing situations;

— informing students about professional skills by modeling the activities of a future
specialist. The student is directly introduced into the framework of his competence, participates in
the functioning of the so-called workflow, studies and understands its problems [18];

— establishing skills of successful cooperation and partnership between students -
future specialists [19];

— realization of a student's right to his own activity, to perceive himself as the creator
of his own knowledge and, as a result, in understanding the options for career advancement [15];

— the development of students' sense of belonging to the profession and their own
usefulness, including expressed in public recognition within the study group [16];

— increasing the level of mastering knowledge, skills and abilities of students.

The use of lecture forms of contextual learning provides positive indicators of such factors
as the following: individual professional focus of each student; creative approach in solving
practical problems; students' desire for independence of their own opinion [14].

Despite numerous advantages, the implementation of contextual learning technology has
some disadvantages. They consist in a labor-intensive process of curriculum revision to ensure the
increasing complexity of the educational process, from the beginning to its completion.

Nevertheless, the use of lecture forms of contextual learning in higher education is effective
and has its right to exist.
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