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INTRODUCTION

IELTS speaking: advanced grammar inversion.

In this tutorial you will learn:

The importance of inversion

How to use it

IELTS specific examples

This will help you in your IELTS speaking exam because:

You will develop a range of complex structures to use when you’re answering questions
in parts 1, 2 and 3.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

How to use inversion

Another structure which will make a significant impact on your IELTS speaking score is
the use of Inversions. Inversion just means putting the verb before the subject.

We do this in questions, but we can also do this when we want to show surprise or to
show that something is striking or unusual. Here's an example:

I’ve never been so tired.

Never have | been so tired.

The second sentence is the inversion and emphasises how tired the person was. It has a
much stronger effect than the first sentence.

We mostly use inversion with negative adverbs and adverbial phrases such as: never,
hardly, rarely, seldom, only then, it wasn’t until, nowhere, in no way, on no account, no sooner
than.

With inverted sentences we put the adverb at the beginning of the sentence, this
emphasises it. We then change the place of the subject and the verb ‘be’, for example:

She is rarely so rude.

Rarely is she so rude.

Notice that the first sentence is the way that people speak most of the time. However, the
second sentence is inverted because it begins with an adverbial phrase and we changed the place
of the subject and the verb.

Here are two more sets of examples.
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You are to go there on no account.

On no account are you to go there.

| have never tasted such good food.

Never have | tasted such good food.[1]

RESULTS

One thing to keep in mind is that with present simple and past simple verbs, you will
need to add do/does, or did + infinitive.

Modal + be

Also, with modals we use the modal + ‘be’, for example:

We seldom see such things.

Seldom do we see such things.

| hardly got to sleep.

Hardly did I get to sleep.

He could never be called clever

Never could he be called clever

When we have an auxiliary verb, this changes place with the subject, and the verb
remains the same, for example:

| had only then called him.

Only then had I called him

I will in no way be going.[2]

In no way will I be going.

How to use inversion for speaking in part 1

You will almost certainly be asked questions about either your likes or dislikes or your
opinions on things. An example question and answer may look something like this:

Examiner: What kind of music do you like?

Candidate: What I really enjoy the most is Rock. No sooner do | start listening to it than.

Inversion for speaking in part 2

Examiner: Describe a piece of art you like.[3]

You should say:

What the work is.

When you first saw it.

What you know about it

And explain why you like it

Look at the way you can use emphasis and inversion below:

The piece of work that I like the most is Sunflowers by Vincent Van Gogh. I first saw it
when | went to the Van Gogh museum in Amsterdam and no sooner had I seen it than | fell in
love with it. Only when | arrived in Amsterdam did I learn the full story of Van Gogh’s life.
Rarely had | seen anything as striking and distinctive. What I love about it is the colour.

Inversion for speaking in part 2

Examiner: How has art changed in the last few decades in your country?

Candidate: The thing that has most changed in the last few decades is the rise of graffiti
as an art form. In the past, seldom did we see urban art in the museums or auction houses.[4]

The structures that we have looked at above will most certainly help improve your
English. Not only that, but learning them will also give you useful phrases which you can use in
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the IELTS speaking exam. Knowing some of them, and how they are used, gives you a template
for answering questions, and you should not find yourself in a situation where you can't think of
anything to say. [6]

DISCUSSION

Good grammar is essential for taking the IELTS exam. Grammar is not tested directly in
this exam, so you might be surprised to hear this. But it is true: Proper English grammar is very
important for getting a high IELTS score!Even though there is no part of the IELTS that focuses
only on grammar, you will need to study grammar to get on the path to exam success. Grammar
helps you make progress in all the four skills, reading, writing, listening and speaking. You’ll be
able to feel your progress in speaking and writing mainly, because this is where you will actively
use grammar structures to express your ideas. However, knowing grammar will also help you
understand language, both in reading and in listening, because you’ll become more familiar with
grammar structures and will understand what others want to say right away. The best way to
improve your grammar is to study each rule one by one, read some examples, make your own
examples and then practice each rule by doing exercises. We selected some important grammar
rules for you to learn so that you feel more confident in the IELTS exam. Each rule is followed
by examples and a short exercise. Once you’ve done the exercises, you can check with the
answer key at the end of the post.[5]

CONCLUSIONS

We use the simple aspect to talk about general, permanent or repeated actions.Here, the
present simple is used to refer to a general, habitual action:

| often read business magazines online.

In the above example, it is implied that you read these magazines online all the time. This
is something you do regularly.

We use the continuous aspect to focus on progressive actions that usually happen around
the moment of speaking.

Here, the present continuous is used to refer to an action that is happening at the moment
of speaking:

| am reading an interesting book.

The same rule applies to all the verb tenses, past, present and future. If you want to focus
on the continuity of the action, use the continuous aspect. If you are more interested in the result
of the action, then use the simple aspect. Try this exercise with FluentU: Search for the word
“read” and then the word “reading” and check the flashcards and video results for each. You’ll
quickly see the difference between the two in the example sentences. You’ll also get a chance to
flip through clips where the words are used for more context.
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