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Abstract. This article analyzes the essence, importance, methods and technology of
developing strateQic competence of a B2 level student.
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MEPOIIPUSATHUSA 11O PA3BBUTHUIO CTPATETMTYECKONH KOMIIETEHTHOCTH
CTYAEHTOB YPOBH/ B2

Annomayun. B dannoil cmamve aHanu3sUpyrOMcs CYwHOCHb, BAHNCHOCb, MEmOoobl U
MEeXHONI02UU PA3BUMUS CIMAMUCTNUYECKOU KOMNEeMeHMHOCMU cmyO0eHma yposHs B2.

Knrwouegvie cnosa: yposenv B2, cmpamecuueckass KOMHemMeHMHOCMb, Memoo, A3bIK,
3HAHUAL.

INTRODUCTION

Most discussion will be given to describing the communicative language competences
required to communicate effectively at B2 level. However, before this, readers should become
familiar with some of the general competences illustrated below in figures 1-4. These are
discussed in greater detail in the full text of the CEFR (2001: 101-108).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

A General competences
[ Declarative knowledge ]
—[ Knowledge of the world ]
| Sociocultural knowledge |
I
/ Everyday living \
Living conditions
* Interpersonal relations
* Values, beliefs and
attitudes
* Body language
* Social conventions
* \ Ritual behaviour /J
( Intercultural awareness ]

|
Knowledge, awareness and understanding of the
similarities and distinctive differences between the
‘world of origin® and the “world of the target
community’ produce an intercultural awareness.

Fig. 1 Declarative knowledge
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Slalls and kmow-how ]

—[ Practical skills and know-how ]

Soctal skills

Living skills
Vocational and professional skills

Letsure skills

—[ Intercultural skills and know-how ]
Fig. 2 Skills and know-how

Existential competence ]

Attitndas
Motivations
Values
Beliefs
Cognitive styles
Personality factors

Fig. 3 Existential competence

Ability to learn

_[ Language and communication awareness ]
_[ General phonetic awareness and skills ]

— Study skills |
| |

Ability to:
* Maintain attention to the presentedinformation
* To grasp the mtention of the task set
*  Toco-operate effectively in pair and group work
* Tomake rapid and frequent activeuse ofthe language
leamt
* Use available matenals for mdependent leaming

_[ Heuristic skills
i
Ability to:
* come to tenms with new expenences m the leaming
situation
* find, understand and convey new information

Fig. 4 Ability to learn
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RESULTS

Linguistic competences at B2 level

. Can express him/herself clearly and without much sign of having to restrict what
he/she wants tosay.

Has a sufficient range of language to be able to give clear descriptions, express
viewpoints anddevelop arguments without much conspicuous searching for words.

o Has a good range of vocabulary for matters connected to his/her field and most
general topics. Can vary formulation to avoid frequent repetition, but lexical gaps can still cause
hesitation and circumlocution.

Lexical accuracy is generally high, though some confusion and incorrect word choice
does occurwithout hindering communication, a clear, natural, pronunciation and intonation have

acquired.

DISCUSSION

Sociolinguistic competences

o Can express him or herself confidently, clearly and politely in a formal or
informal register,appropriate to the situation and person(s) concerned.

o Can with some effort keep up with and contribute to group discussions even when
speech is fastand colloquial.

o Can sustain relationships with native speakers without unintentionally
amusing or irritatingthem or requiring them to behave other than they would with a native
speaker.

Discourse competences at B2 level

Flexibility

o Can adjust what he/she says and the means of expressing it to the situation and the
recipient andadopt a level of formality appropriate to the circumstances.

o Can adjust to the changes of direction, style and emphasis normally found in
conversation.

o Can vary formulation of what he/she wants to say.

Turntaking (also described under interaction strategies)

o Can intervene appropriately in discussion, exploiting appropriate language to do
So.

o Can initiate, maintain and end discourse appropriately with effective turntaking.

CONCLUSIONS

Functional competences at B2 level

Spoken fluency

o Can communicate spontaneously, often showing remarkable fluency and ease of
expression ineven longer complex stretches of speech.

o Can produce stretches of language with a fairly even tempo; although he/she can
be hesitant ashe/she searches for patterns and expressions, there are few noticeably long pauses.

o Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular
interaction with nativespeakers quite possible without imposing strain on either party.

Propositional precision

o Can pass on detailed information reliably.
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